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happen without my learning of them. However, I do make an effort to have the 
Chairman of the Publicity Committee in each District send the news items from 
her District. Then, whenever I am writing to superintendents or public health 
workers in the state, I ask them for news. At the District meetings I try to get 
the local news. If nurses of the other Districts come to call on us, I take that 
opportunity to ask for news. I believe that if one could have "reminders" sent 
to the Districts each month, the items would increase greatly, besides represent- 
ing the state in a much better manner. 

Iowa A. B. 

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT DITA H. KINNEY 

Dear Editor: After the death of my aunt, Mrs. Kinney, I wrote to Miss 
Maxwell, as she had known her very well, and she sent me a sketch in which 
are some items that were not included in the death notice published previously. 
Mrs. Kinney died in Bangor, Maine, where she had lived for the past seven 
years. She had remarkable talent as a teacher, and also wrote several books, 
one of them being, Glimpses of Life in Manila. During the war she not only 
conducted Red Cross classes, but did some teaching in the Eastern Maine General 
Hospital. She had a beautiful contralto voice 'and gave much pleasure in her 
earlier years by her singing in parlor and concert and as a member of various 
church choirs. She was buried beside her husband in Trinity Cemetery, New 
York City. 

New York E. M. K. 

A CLASS REUNION 

Dear Editor: The Class of 1904, Methodist Episcopal Hospital, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., held a class reunion in Rome, N. Y., the last week in June. This celebrated 
the twentieth anniversary of the first meeting in Brooklyn. There were ten in 
the class, eight of whom were present at the reunion: Jessie Herbert, Cherry 
Valley, N. Y.; Mrs. Harry Taylor (Mary Owen), Montclair, N. J.; Mrs. Hastings 
Olton (Mary Stutt), Cranford, N. J.; Mrs. Charles Smith (Mildred McFarlane), 
Ottawa, Canada; Mrs. I. Waring (Julia Sandberg), Portland, Ore.; Nellie Hamill, 
Superintendent Hospital of the Good Shepherd, Syracuse; Edith Burns, Super- 
intendent Rome Hospital, Rome, N. Y.; Grace Scott, Superintendent of Nurses, 
Rome Hospital. The two unable to be present were Louise Heitman, Pittsburgh 
(detained by personal illness), and Mrs. Charles Wheeler (Gene Fancher), White 
Plains, N. Y., whose three children were ill. Greetings and messages of regret were 
received from them, also a telegram from Eugenia Frost, their former surgical 
supervisor. During the reunion the class went by automobile to see Mary 
Thomas, former night supervisor, who resides in Vernon, N. Y. A class dinner 
was held at Trout Brook Inn in the foothills of the Adirondacks, which was 
reached by automobile. The class flower (sweet pea) was in evidence as table 
decorations and on the place cards. Other dinners and picnics were held where 
old times were reviewed and many happy memories revived. A very intense class 
spirit has always characterized the class and this has been kept alive by a round 
robin class letter which is kept in perpetual motion and brings news of all the 
class at intervals. Interest in nursing matters was renewed in some of the 
married members, who found themselves "back numbers" and decided to send in 
subscriptions for The American Journal of Nursing. 

New York. G. S. 

NOTICE TO OVERSEAS NURSES 

Dear Editor: On September 7, there gathered at the home of Mrs. Kal 
Nisalentz, 311 West Eleventh Street, New York, a few old Army nurses who 
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were on duty oversees at Bases 87, 117 and 65. Among those present were: 
Anna Quinn, Katharine MacDonald, Mrs. Frank Preston (Emma Pierce), Clara 
L. Franklin. Will any of the other Base 117 nurses communicate with Mrs. 
Nisalentz? 

New York. G. P. N. 

FROM A MARRIED NURSE 

Dear Editor: I have received the Journal from my graduation until a 
year ago when I was married. I find without it one loses all knowledge of new 
nursing methods, and in fact becomes very rusty in general. 

Texas. W. G. 

JOURNALS ON HAND 

Mrs. W. 1 J3. Struthers, 558 Bathurst Street, Toronto, Canada, has the follow- 
ing numbers of the Journal on hand: 1913 — July, August, October through 
December; 1914 — full year; 1915 — January through November; 1916 — full year; 
1917 — January through June; 1918 — September, November, December; 1919 — 
January through March. 

JOURNALS WANTED 
A complete file of The American Journal of Nursing is wanted, preferably 
unbound. Address Carolyn E. Gray, Department of Nursing Education, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 

IS THE MODERN NURSE "COMMERCIAL"? 
I. 

Dear Editor: An article relating to Nursing in the Pictorial Review for 
October, claiming to express the views of a prominent surgeon, though some of 
it is unfortunately true, gives a general impression which is most unfavorable 
to our profession, especially in the minds of the laity. Will some nurse answer 
it in the same magazine, and explain to a misinformed public what a trained 
nurse really is? 

North Carolina M. R. B. 

II. 

Dear Editor: Knowing that you always welcome frank expressions of 
opinion from your readers, I am writing to comment on Dr. Mayo's article in 
the October number of the Pictorial Review. I am impelled to do this not so 
much because the article either impressed or distressed me, personally, but be- 
cause it has seemed to do both to any number of nurses who have spoken of it. 
Perhaps my analysis of Dr. Mayo's statements may be deemed a misinterpreta- 
tion, but I am moved to make such an analysis first, because no one else has 
seemed to grasp certain points that are plain to me ; and second, because it is not 
altogether fair to Dr. Mayo to condemn all he says because we find ourselves unable 
to endorse some of what he says. I think the title of this article is all wrong; 
by the showing of the text is it not "Wanted, — 100,000 Girls for Sub-Nurses," 
but "Wanted, — One Woman in Every Home to Understand Nursing and Enough 
Highly Trained Nurses to Direct Them!" With some such title as that, I 
believe much of the criticism leveled against the article would have been impos- 
sible. We all recognize the value of intelligent help in caring for the sick ; such 
help, if given to the nurse either in the home or hospital, necessarily relieves her 
of much detail and many unnecessary services of a semi-technical nature which, 
as Dr. Mayo says, may well be performed by an instructed young woman of 
good health and average intelligence. In this connection Dr. Mayo goes to some 



